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3.1. Starting mail

Figure 3-1

3

Reading Mail

mail is an interactive program that permits you to:

o Look at a numbered list of mail messages

o Read mail messages

o Save mail messages selectively to files

o Sort mail messages into folders

o Delete mail messages

This chapter describes all these operations and explains how to read mail mes­
sages you have saved in files and folders.7

To start mail so that you can read your mail messages, type mail, without
any arguments, to the command prompt.

Starting mail To Read Messages

venus% mail

Mail version SMI 3.0 Mon Feb 17 00:20:58 PDT 1986 Type? for help .
••lusr 1spoool/mail/medici": 2 messages 2 new
>N 1 medici Thu Oct 31 23:59 12/323 Mail To Myself

N 2 MAILER_DAEMON Fri Nov 1 00:02 26/725 Returned Mail: User un
&

mail displays the program name, program version number, and version date,
then informs you that you can type a question mark (?) to get help information.

On the second line, mail specifies which file it picks up your mail from, in
other words your mailbox, tells you how many messages you have, and whether
they are new or unread. In the example above, the mailbox directory is
/usr / spool/mail/medici, with two new messages.

7 When you are using SunView, the window system and text facility, you may prefer the mailtool
window and mouse interface to the mail facility.
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Note: All messages that are neither
new (N) nor unread (u) are old mes­
sages that you have read (no status
indicator). mail marks messages
you've saved to a file or folder with
an asterisk character (*).

Starting on the third line, mail displays a numbered list of the messages in
your mailbox. Each of these lines specifies:

message status New (N), unread (U), or old (no message status listed)

message number Number you can use to specify that message

originator Name of user (sometimes machine) message came from

time sent Date and time originator sent the message

size Number of lines, number of characters, in message

Note: The current message is the
message that you last read, or the
first message you read by default
when obtaining new mail. Within
the numbered list of messages, a
greater-than symbol (» prefaces
the current message listing.

Figure 3-2

3.2. How To Read Mail

Messages

The line beginning with a greater-than symbol (» is the current message.

In the example, the N means the message is new; 1 is the message number;
medici is the originator; Thu Oct 31 23: 59 is the date and time
medici sent the message, and 12/323 means there are 12lines and 323char­
acters in the message.

Finally, mail displays an ampersand prompt (&) to let you know you can type
mail commands.

If you start mail when you don't have any messages waiting for you in your
mailbox, you will see something like this:

Starting mail with an Empty Mailbox

venus% mail

No mail for medici

venus%

Each time you log in, your machine informs you if you have mail in your system
mailbox by displaying

You have mail.

on a line by itself just after your regular login messages.

Once you have entered mail and examined the numbered list of mail messages,
you can read a given message by typing its message number to the mail
prompt.

For the initial example above, there are two messages, with message numbers
one and two. Type 1to the mail prompt, and mail displays the first mes­
sage.

~~sun
~~ microsyslems



18

Note: All messages that are neither
new (N) nor unread (u) are old mes­
sages that you have read (no status
indicator). mail marks messages
you've saved to a file or folder with
an asterisk character (*).

Starting on the third line, mail displays a numbered list of the messages in
your mailbox. Each of these lines specifies:

message status New (N), unread (U), or old (no message status listed)

message number Number you can use to specify that message

originator Name of user (sometimes machine) message came from

time sent Date and time originator sent the message

size Number of lines, number of characters, in message

Note: The current message is the
message that you last read, or the
first message you read by default
when obtaining new mail. Within
the numbered list of messages, a
greater-than symbol (» prefaces
the current message listing.

Figure 3-2

3.2. How To Read Mail

Messages

The line beginning with a greater-than symbol (» is the current message.

In the example, the N means the message is new; 1 is the message number;
medici is the originator; Thu Oct 31 23: 59 is the date and time
medici sent the message, and 12/323 means there are 12lines and 323 char­
acters in the message.

Finally, mail displays an ampersand prompt (&) to let you know you can type
mail commands.

If you start mail when you don't have any messages waiting for you in your
mailbox, you will see something like this:

Starting mail with an Empty Mailbox

venus% mail

No mail for medici

venus%

Each time you log in, your machine informs you if you have mail in your system
mailbox by displaying

You have mail.

on a line by itself just after your regular login messages.

Once you have entered mail and examined the numbered list of mail messages,
you can read a given message by typing its message number to the mail
prompt.

For the initial example above, there are two messages, with message numbers
one and two. Type 1to the mail prompt, and mail displays the first mes­
sage.

~~sun
~~ microsyslems



Figure 3-3

3.3. Looking at the Numbered
Mail Message List

Figure 3-4

Chapter 3 - Reading Mail 19

Reading a Mail Message

venus% mail

Mail version SMI 3.0 Mon Feb 17 00:20:58 PDT 1986 Type? for help.
"/usr/spoool/mail/medici": 2 messages 2 new

>N 1 medici Thu Oct 31 23:59 12/323 Mail To Myself
N 2 MAILER DAEMON Fri Nov 1 00:02 26/725 Returned Mail: User un
& 1
Message 1:
From medici Thu Oct 31 23:58:59 1985
Return-Path: <medici>

Received: by venus.sun.uucp (3.0/SMI-3.0)
id AA12623; Thu, 31 Oct 85 23:59:59 PDT

Date: Thu, 31 Oct 85 23:59:59 PDT
From: medici (Cosimo de' Medici)

Message-Id: <8510232235.AA12623@venus.sun.uucp>
To: medici
Status: R

Introspection is a narcissistic pursuit.

&

Now that you have read the first message in your mailbox, when you next look at
the numbered mail message list, the N status of that message no longer appears.

To look at the numbered mail message list, type headers, or just h, to the
mail prompt.

Looking at the Numbered Mail Message List

& h
> 1 medici
N 2 MAILER DAEMON

&

Thu Oct 31 23:59 12/323 Mail To Myself
Fri Nov 1 00:02 26/725 Returned Mail: User un

3.4. Reading the Current
Mail Message

The N, for new message, no longer appears just after the greater-than sign; you
changed the status of the message when you read it.

Instead of specifying the message number, you could type print to the mail
prompt to read the current message in your mailbox. p works as an abbrevia­
tion for print.
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